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A NEW SPECIES OF THE HERMINIINAE FROM JAPAN 
(LEPIDOPTERA : NOCTUIDAE) 


SHIGERO SUGI 
41-3, Akadutumi 5 chome, Setagaya~ku, TOKYO, 156 


Paracolax dictyogramma sp. nov. 
(Fig. 1) 


Length of forewing 14-16 mm. Antenna unidentate and fasciculate in male, witha pair of fine 
bristles on each segment ; in female minutely ciliate, the bristles much slenderer. Labial palpi 
oblique, blade-like, the second segment more than twice as long as the diameter of eye, the last 
segment nearly half the length of the second. Foretibia and tarsi normal in both sexes. 

Labial palpi, head and tegula black brown, thoracic vestiture creamy yellow; abdomen above and 
below pale creamy yellow, somewhat infuscated, ringed with black brown at posterior end of each 
segment, lateral fringe black brown. Legs pale creamy yellow, the posterior one-third of tibiae 
suffused with black brown, the midtibia with black brown band at near base: tarsi mixed with black 
brown scales. 

Ground colour of both wings pale creamy yellow, with fasciae black brown. In forewing costa 
widely suffused with black brown to postmedian band ; antemedian and median bands nearly straight, 
the latter much broader; a minute lunar point at end of cell, defined by loose brown scales and 
followed posteriorly by obscure dark stria along vein to postmedian band, which is broad, somewhat 
dilated toward costa, excurved and closely approximate to or nearly completely fused with subter- 
minal band below vein 7; posterior margin suffused with black brown from antemedian line to 
tornus, connecting the four transverse bands; subterminal band despatching a broad spur below vein 
4 toward termen; termen tinged with fuscous brown, cilia chequered with pale creamy yellow and 
black brown. In hindwing median band broad, from upper edge of cell to posterior margin ; post- 
median band relatively weak, from vein 6, approximate to subterminal band, which is arising from 
costa and despatching a spur below vein 4 toward termen; dark fine striae from near base of wing 
above and below anal fold, the upper ending in the postmedian and the lower in the median band; 
terminal line and cilia as in forewing. 

Under surface. Nearly as in upper surface, Forewing with interior area strongly infuscated to 
postmedian band; antemedian band wanting, median band much diffuse. Hindwing with transverse 
bands all arising from costa, postmedian band more clear and thinner than in upper surface ; a lunar 
discoidal point followed posteriorly by a fuscous stria extending to termen; no traces of the striae 
above and below anal fold as in upper surface. 

Male genitalia (Fig. 2). Generally similar to those of P. derivalis (Hiibner). Apical part of valves 
slightly bent dorsally ; sacculus well developed, tapering posteriorly and fused with harpe to form 
a moderate free arm. Aedeagus moderate, finely scobinate dorsally at posterior end, vesica exten- 
sively carinate, without conrutus. 


Holotype. 2, Ikawa-mura, 800m, Shizuoka Pref., 4. vii. 1970 (CY. Nishi). In coll. S. Sugi. 
Paratypes. 18, Sakuré-dani, 1300m, Kurobe Valley, Toyama Pref., 6. vii. 1964 (W. Miyata), 
genitalia slide SS-742. In coll. Sugi. 18, Konroku-tége, 1620 m, Tone-gun, Gumma Pref., 30. vi. 

1973 (H. Fuse). In coll. M. Owada. 


Distribution. Japan. 


Remarks. The present new species seems very rare and local, occuring in the forested zone at 
high altitude in June to July. Only a few specimens have been collected during this decade. It is 
better placed in the genus Paracolax Hübner, in reference to its relative affinity with P. derivalis 
(Hiibner), the type-species of the genus, though the general appearance is strikingly different. 

The wing maculation of the present new species immediately recalls that of Adrapsoides reticulatis 
(Leech, 1900: 616), ranging Japan, China, Borneo to Sumatra (Holloway, 1976: 41), but they are not 
congeneric, because reticulatis shares considerably more with species of Zanclognatha Lederer and 
allies in the antennal, foretibial and genitalic structures than with the present new species. 
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This kind of wing maculation, bearing dark reticulate 
fasciae on the creamy yellow ground, have been known 
to occur, but abruptly, in certain groups of the Noc- 
tuidae, where the moths have normal cryptic colour 
and pattern usually. In addition to the above cited 
Adrapsoides reticulatis, Boursin (1967) has mentioned 
each one species of Hermonassa Walker (Noctuinae) and 
Mythimna Ochsenheimer (Hadeninae), both occuring in 
West China, as prominent examples. Such are considered 
to offer an effect of reducing the insect to fragments 
insignificant to the predator’s eye, the somatolysis 
effect. 





In preparing this description I am much indebted 
to Messrs. Y. Nishi, Tokyo, and W. Miyata, Ohmachi, 
for their kind help in the material of this very rare 
species. 
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Paracolax dyctiogramma sp. nov., 


(Leech) 7 3 2A7 VARS EADS, MOPS, BRES holotype Q. x16. 
DORZEBAROWRRIT hae, MIRA DICH 4. IO Fig. 2. Paracolax dyctiogramma sp. nov. 
HBOS 2, MAABOHIIC, REE OME ROME b TiBD, Male genitalia. Genitalia slide SS-742. 


OAOA ARCOCHA So Lk Boursin (1967) Ck o CHSC, TORRA REED Her- 
monassa 7 u 7x at Mythimna ža t Y ECADNUTOA. COMMORRIL, HAROWRIOWL, H 
EEEO ICAL TAEA (somatolysis) JRE Dod Ol LTHEI NTA, 

AAO BEML, BARAKAH ILERROAIIN (19, ARARE), TURR SBI ERA (16, BEBERE), 
BLOMBERG C13, THEHR) 03 DATCHA. 

Zi, ABRED] ôt}, fhi (1975, PARE 60:39-40) KLOC, 573 AT YAOMACMRANTY 
5. 






































BRT: ATENEI, AEON AR C2, FORES, 1. vii. 1975, NAITRE) EMS LAC 
RICO CHUL TES. WoT, AMOD BILE + ANE eS. 
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